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The favourable reception given to the ' Public Schools Atlas of Modem 
Geography ' has fully justified the anticipations of the Publishers, that an 
Atlas combining the elements of distinctness, accuracy, and simplicity, with 
due regard to proportion both in the physical and political features, would be 
useful for the purposes of teaching. No sooner was the comfort experienced 
of having an Atlas containing all that was chiefly requisite for Educational 
purposes at a price which made it generally available for schools, than a 
demand arose for an Ancient Atlas constructed on similar principles. The 
present Atlas of Ancient Geography is presented to the public in the hope 
and expectation that it will meet this demand. 

It consists of Twenty-eight Maps, selected with a view of facilitating 
the study of ancient geography in connexion with history. Particular 
attention has been paid to those Maps which illustrate Classical Authors. 
It is hoped that readers of Herodotus, Thucydides, and Xenophon will 
find all the geographical details which they will require in Maps 2-5 and 
10-17 inclusive. Maps 6, 7, and 15 will illustrate the History of Greece 
during the period of Macedonian supremacy. Eoman History will be 
illustrated by Maps 18-22 inclusive ; Eoman Conquests in Gaul, Spain, 
Northern Africa, Britain, and Germany, by Maps 9 and 23-28 inclusive. 
Special regard has been had to the text of Sallust, Livy, Caesar, and 
Tacitus in the construction of these Maps. General reference has been 
made to Forbiger's ' Handbuch der Alten Geographic,' Leipzig, 1848 ; to 
the Historical Atlas of Spruner ; to Kiepert's * Hellas ' and * Atlas Antiquus ; ' 
to Cramer's Map of Italy ; to the * Dictionary of Greek and Eoman 
Geography,' edited by Dr. W. Smith, London, 1854 ; to the ' Geography 
of Greece,' by the Rev. H. F. Tozer, late Fellow and Tutor of Exeter 
College, Oxford, London, 1873, and to the 'Students' Manual of Ancient 
Geography,' edited by Dr. W. Smith, London, 1861. To all these the 
Editor desires to express his obligations. 

For an exposition of the general principles on which tlie Atlas has 
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been constructed, the Editor begs to refer his readers to the Introduction 
to the ' Public Schools Atlas of Modern Geography.' The only difference 
that will be found on comparing the two Atlases, ia that more details are 
introduced in some of the Ancient Maps. This has been in some cases 
inevitable ; because the Maps are intended to illustrate the history, not of 
any particular time, but of several centuries. Some countries, moreover, 
were more densely populated in ancient times than they are at present. 
This has led to the introduction of more names than appear in the corre- 
sponding Modem Maps. Great care has been taken that the legibility 
should be preserved. The Maps have been executed under the superin- 
tendence of Mr. E. Weller, F.G.S., who has consulted the latest authorities 
on all disputed points. The topographical details of Ancient Athens and 
Eome needed e-ipecial attention. As no two antiquarians are found to 
agree entirely on all the points of interest, it may be sufficient to 
mention that in the plan of ancient Athens the authorities chiefly 
followed have been Kiepert's new Map, based on the plans and drawings 
of Major V. Strautz (issued by Curtius in 1868); also C. Wachsrauth's 
'Bausteine zur Athenischen Topographic,' based chiefly on Curtius and 
Bursian. For ancient Eome the authority chiefly followed has been 
' Kome and the Campagna,' by the Kev, B. Bum, Fellow and late Tutor 
of Trinity College, Cambridge. Regard has also been had to the publica- 
tions of the Antiquarian Society at Eome, and to the researches of that 
learned and indefatigable antiquary, Mr. J. H. Parker, M.A., of Oxford. 
Mr. Weller has also consulted the Atlas of Dr. Smith, recently published, 
but as yet unknown to the Editor. 

In studying the history of any great campaign, such as Ctcsar's Gallic 
Wars, a very good general knowledge of the geography of the country can 
be obt^ned by any boy who will take the trouble to work out the details 
of the campaign with his Ancient Atlas before him, and the corresponding 
Map in the Modem Atlas at hand for purposes of reference. If the habit 
of tracing on a Map the movements of armies be once acquired, historical 
details will readily fix themselves on the memory. Without the assistance 
of the eye the memory will very soon throw off the burthen of details which 
have never been really comprehended and studied intelligently. Some of the 
modem historians are very careless in their description of localities. The 
Editor had an opportunity, in January 1875, of testing Mommsen's accuracy 
in his account of the battle of Lake Trasimene. The modem historian 
seems to have followed Polybius, whose account of this battle is inferior to 
that of Livy. The description of the latter has all the marks of personal 
and.'occurate observation. It is easy to trace the undulating hills on the 
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east of the Lake, between the folds of which, near the fauces or entrance 
of Passignano, Hannibal hid his cavahy and light-armed troops until the 
Bomans had passed into the wider space, called by livy * patentior 
campus.' But it is hard to identify Mommsen's description of the field of 
battle — 'a narrow defile between two steep mountain walls ' — with the road 
between the hills which bound the shores of the Lake in the direction of 
Perugia. Even Dr. Arnold, whose descriptions are usually so accurate, 
speaks of ' cliffs ' and a ' defile,' which the Editor, travelling in broad day- 
light, was imable to see. Ladeed, the situation seemed to him far fi-om 
hopeless, had the Romans been well handled. Certainly the hiUs to the 
SE. of the Lake present no insuperable obstacles. But the Eomans were 
panic-stricken, and fell victims to the temerity of their leader and their 
want of discipline and self-reliance. 

Students of Ancient Geography will do well to master the meaning 
of geographical terms ; and if they find these used in an inaccurate sense — 
as the Editor conceives the word ' defile ' is used of the entrance between 
Monte Gualandro and the rock of Passignano to the marshy groimd by 
Jjake Trasimene — they had better consult some other authority. This very 
battle-ground has been admirably described by the late Lord Broughton, 
better known as Sir John Cam Hobhouse, whose words in his notes to 
* Childe Harold ' are quoted in the * Dictionary of Geography ' (Art. Trasi- 
menus Lacus). It may be necessary hereafter to supplement the plans of 
cities by other plans, giving the results of modern researches at Jerusalem, 
Troy, &c. For the present special attention has been paid to the somewhat 
limited cycle in which historical studies at our public schools move ; and it 
is hoped that the Maps which have been constructed for this Atlas will be 
foimd useful, if not all-sufiicient, for junior students at the Universities. 

The Editor will gratefully acknowledge any communications that may 
be made to him by Masters of Schools and Teachers, pointing out errors or 
deficiencies in the Maps. 
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